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Particularly at this time, when the world is engaged in a
catastrophic struggle and nearer home too, when we have had
conflict on many hands, is the problem of human life most
irresistibly forced upon us. We find men dying by the million
and conflict ruthlessly carried to each civilian home. We feel
terribly shaken and ask ourselves in relative desperation, is that
the end and goal of our life? Our hearths and homes are razed
to the ground by the sweep of a devastating war and we ask, is
that the fate of the values which we have always sought to realise
and conserve? We do not seem to have time for art, literature
and philosophy and we inquire, what do we really live for? Men
go to the battlefields, fight bravely for nation, country and great
ideals, and if they return, they not infrequently become crazy
and insane. We are horrified at the sight of them, and exclaim,
this is worse than death!

The conflict as it is going on to-day is tremendous and
proportionately great is the demand for a resolution of it. The
war-weary world is looking forward to peace and we are already
considering problems of the post-war reconstruction. It appears
an almost radical revaluation of social and political values will
take place. A new world seems to be on the anvil and taking
shape, as it were. We feel surprised and slightly reassured by
the feeling that perhaps we needed the terrible shock of such
an unheard-of war to awaken us to a new sense of values. For
the new construction that seems to be slowly arising perhaps all
this destruction was necessary.

Sri Aurobindo has a unique perception of the realities of
the war situation. Behind the array of fighting peoples and
countries, on this side or that, he sees great world or cosmic
forces in conflict. These forces are, to him, related to the
evolutionary destiny of man. He not long ago wrote in a
communication to a disciple saying "It is- a struggle for an id^al
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